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Papacy on the footing on which it had stood in the thirteenth
century. So that, instead of uniting, it accentuated the dif-
ferences between the two parties more than ever. Neverthe-
less the Emperor Ferdinand I did not even yet give up the
hope of effecting a reconciliation. As soon as the Council had
dispersed after this abortive conclusion, the Emperor (fol-
lowing to some extent the example which Catherine de*
Medici had set two years before in France) caused George
Cassander, a highly learned Belgian theologian, to draw up
a statement of the points of controversy between the two
parties to serve as a basis for a fresh conference on the sub-
ject. This Cassander did in a very able and broad-minded
treatise, entitled "A consideration of the articles of religion
under dispute between Catholics and Protestants" which was
duly published. But owing to the Emperor's death no further
result ensued.

In 1564 the Emperor Ferdinand I died, and was succeeded
by his son, Maximilian II, with whom Cosimo hoped to be
able to establish closer relations. In this he was successful,
and in January 1565 Cosimo's eldest son Francis was married
to the Emperor Maximilian's sister, the Archduchess Joanna
of Austria, daughter of the Emperor Ferdinand I, and niece
of the Emperor Charles V. It was another step upwards on
the ladder which the Medici had for so many generations been
climbing, being the most exalted marriage they had ever yet
made; and Cosimo had good reason to hope that it would ma-
terially assist him when the time should come for hfcn to put
forward a claim to be, no longer merely Duke of Florence, but
a crowned head. It did not, however, augur well for the chances
of happiness of Francis and Joanna that the former had been
for more than a year passionately attached to the beautiful
Venetian, Bianca Capello, while the Archduchess was not only
plain in appearance and unattractive in manner, but also
made no secret that she considered the marriage one altogether
derogatory to her dignity.